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the computation. For the purposes of this chap-
ter, ‘‘legal holiday’’ shall mean New Year’s Day, 
Washington’s Birthday, Memorial Day, Inde-
pendence Day, Labor Day, Veterans Day, 
Thanksgiving Day, Christmas Day, and any 
other day appointed as a holiday by the Presi-
dent or the Congress of the United States. 

(b) Service by mail 

Whenever a party has the right or is required 
to do some act or take some proceeding within 
a prescribed period after the service of a plead-
ing, motion, notice, brief, or other paper upon 
him, which is served upon him by mail, three 
days shall be added to the prescribed period. 

(c) Enlargement of time 

When by this chapter or by the rules or any 
order of the committee an act is required or al-
lowed to be done at or within a specified time, 
the committee, for good cause shown, may at 
any time in its discretion (1) with or without 
motion or notice, order the period enlarged if re-
quest therefor is made before the expiration of 
the period originally prescribed or as extended 
by a previous order, or (2) upon motion made 
after the expiration of the specified period, per-
mit the act to be done where the failure to act 
was the result of excusable neglect, but it shall 
not extend the time for serving and filing the 
notice of contest under section 382 of this title. 

(Pub. L. 91–138, § 15, Dec. 5, 1969, 83 Stat. 290.) 

§ 395. Death of contestant 

In the event of the death of the contestant, 
the contested election case shall abate. 

(Pub. L. 91–138, § 16, Dec. 5, 1969, 83 Stat. 290.) 

§ 396. Allowance of party’s expenses 

The committee may allow any party reim-
bursement from the contingent fund of the 
House of Representatives of his reasonable ex-
penses of the contested election case, including 
reasonable attorneys fees, upon the verified ap-
plication of such party accompanied by a com-
plete and detailed account of his expenses and 
supporting vouchers and receipts. 

(Pub. L. 91–138, § 17, Dec. 5, 1969, 83 Stat. 290.) 
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§ 411. Joint Committee on Congressional Oper-
ations 

(a) Creation 

There is hereby created a Joint Committee on 
Congressional Operations (hereafter in this 
chapter referred to as the ‘‘Joint Committee’’). 

(b) Membership 

The Joint Committee shall be composed of ten 
members as follows: 

(1) five Members of the Senate, appointed by 
the President pro tempore of the Senate, three 
from the majority party and two from the mi-
nority party; and 

(2) five Members of the House of Representa-
tives appointed by the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives, three from the majority 
party and two from the minority party. 

(c) Vacancies 

Vacancies in the membership of the Joint 
Committee shall not affect the power of the re-
maining members to execute the functions of 
the Joint Committee and shall be filled in the 
same manner as in the case of the original ap-
pointment. 

(d) Chairman and vice chairman; selection 

The Joint Committee shall select a chairman 
and a vice chairman from among its members at 
the beginning of each Congress. The vice chair-
man shall act in the place and stead of the 
chairman in the absence of the chairman. The 
chairmanship and the vice chairmanship shall 
alternate between the Senate and the House of 
Representatives with each Congress. The chair-
man during each even-numbered Congress shall 
be selected by the Members of the House of Rep-
resentatives on the Joint Committee from 
among their number and the chairman during 
each odd-numbered Congress shall be selected by 
the Members of the Senate on the Joint Com-
mittee from among their number. The vice 
chairman during each Congress shall be chosen 
in the same manner from that House of Congress 
other than the House of Congress of which the 
chairman is a Member. 

(Pub. L. 91–510, title IV, § 401, Oct. 26, 1970, 84 
Stat. 1187.) 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Chapter effective immediately prior to noon on Jan. 
3, 1971, see section 601(1) of Pub. L. 91–510, set out as an 


